Both The Income Assistance Study (IA) and The Parent Counselling Study (PC) were concerned with lone-parent families and their preschool-age children and both used interviews with the children's mothers over the five years of the Project to collect their data. There were similarities and differences between the two studies that allowed for the strengthening of certain common research findings and the complementarity and extension of other findings. Both programs of research involved multiple case studies of lone-parent mothers on income assistance with preschool children, both used an ecological orientation to their work and both used the family as the unit of analysis. There were also differences in the aims and key analytic concepts of the two studies as shown in the excerpts from their respective CHILDTalk papers (table 4.1). The Income Assistance Study started out with the goal of studying child poverty while in The Parent Counselling Study the attention to mothers in income assistance emerged from the interviews themselves. The Income Assistance Study was based on a gendered perspective that considered the mothers' poverty within the multiple layers of community, economics, and social policy. The Parent Counselling Study began as an evaluation of an intervention program for targeted families. These were families that had come to the attention of child protection authorities who were concerned for the health, safety, and welfare of the children. The intervention was designed to provide the parents with support, guidance, and strategies to enhance their parenting and to change family dynamics. A significant number of these parents were on income assistance.
In this chapter we consider the ways in which the studies parallel and complement one another. While poverty was a main focus of these two studies, all 10 of the studies in the CHILD Project encountered poor families and poor children in their research. As noted in 
Aims of The Income Assistance Study
The primary objective of the study is to advance our understanding of the environment in which families with young children live when they receive Income Assistance. Findings will supplement and contextualize existing quantitative and qualitative data about this foundational thread in BC's social safety net by documenting how changes to income assistance since 2001 affect the daily lives of lone-mother families with preschool children. For some families, recent policy changes may reduce benefits, restrict eligibility, enforce paid work obligations and/or cut child care subsidies. The study's multiyear timeline allows the research team to examine how lone mothers and their young children negotiate the consequences of these policy changes over time.
Key Analytic Concept
A key analytic concept governing our research is the feminization of poverty, and how the ideology of the neoliberal bureaucratic structure shapes the identity of lone mothers and their families, and the strategies that they use to remain resilient. The research seeks to understand how the policies governing Income Assistance "pathologize" Income Assistance recipients and the impact that this has on their lived experience. By interpreting their lived experiences we expect to challenge the discourse around poverty in a way that could lead to reframing policies.
Aims of The Parent Counselling Study
This study explores high risk parents' perspectives over time of benefits and limitations of intensive interventions aimed at improving and supporting their parenting. While ecodevelopmental interventions that provide multicomponent services had been considered to be particularly beneficial for high risk families (Thomlison, 2003; Wolfe, 2004) little exploration of parents' experiences with such interventions, and even less followup of parents, has taken place despite acknowledged importance of prospective longitudinal child maltreatment research (Widom, Raphael, & DuMont, 2004) . This study, therefore, follows parents and explores their perceptions as they progress through an intensive, multicomponent intervention, and for two years post entry. It is anticipated that compilation and analysis of parent perceptions over time will have relevance for future program delivery.
Key Analytic Concept
Bronfenbrenner's (1979) ecological model has provided a key conceptual framework for this study. Building on this model and its recent adaptations (e.g., Cash & Wilke, 2003) , preliminary results have identified four intervention environments and social forms of help/support/training that parents indicated made a difference to their parenting skills, and child and family functioning.
